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have impelled to thoughts that have directed actions which
were productive of unhappiness, it can resist the future
promptings of Desire in a similar direction, and refuse to
guide actions to a result already known as disastrous. It
can picture the painful results, and thus arouse the repellent
energy of Desire, and can image the blissful outcome of
desires of the opposite kind. The creative activity of Thought
can be exerted in the moulding of Desire, and its propulsive
energy can be turned into a better direction. In this way
Thought can be used to master Desire, and it may become
the ruler instead of the slave. And as it thus asserts control
over its unruly companion, it begins the transmutation of
Desire into Will, changing the governance of the outgoing
energy from the outer to the inner, from the external objects
that attract or repel to the Spirit, the inner Ruler.

5. THE BINDING NATURE OF DESIRE

Since the Will to Live is the cause of the forthgoing, of
the life seeking embodiment and appropriating to itself that
which is necessary for its manifestation and persistence in
form. Desire, being Will on a lower plane, will show similar
characteristics, seeking to appropriate, to draw into itself, to
make part of itself that whereby its life in form may be
maintained and strengthened. When we desire an object,
we seek to make it part of ourselves, part of the " I ", so
that it may form part of the embodiment of the " I ". Desire
is the putting forth of the power of attraction ; it draws the
desired object to itself. Whatever we desire, we attach to
ourselves.  By the desire to possess it, a bond is established